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Dear Charman Blakey:

| am writing on behdf of Mr. Romstad and the people of lowato respectfully request that
the Nationd Transportation Safety Board conduct a public hearing concerning the circumstances
surrounding the deraillment of the Amtrak California Zephyr ner Nodaway, lowa on March 17,
2001.

Based upon information that has been provided to me, it gppears that the derallment on
March 17, 2001 was the result of a metallurgical defect from a manufacturing process. May |
repectfully request that a the hearing sworn testimony be taken from the rav materid
manufacturer, the forger and track owner as to what procedures were put in place to inspect and
test for metdlurgicd defects, and how in the future defective track can be identified before
dangerous deraillments occur. | know the Nationa Transportation Safety Board has the
respongbility of investigating and determining the cause of deralments and making
recommendations, and | believe a public hearing would be very hdpful in the Board's carrying
out it's responghilities. Thank you for taking my request into consderation.

Sincerdy,
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Stewart lverson, J.
Senate Mgority Leader

cc. Chalie B. Romstad



